
  

 

 

Annual Report: 
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Mission Statement 
 

Goals for 2010 
 

Dillon International, Inc., is committed to providing the best possible 
lifetime of care for homeless children in developing countries.  Every 
effort is made for children to remain with their original family or to be 
placed for adoption within their country of birth.  When these options 
are not possible, children are placed with families in the United States 
and on-going, post-adoptive support is provided for the life of each 
child.  Dillon International, Inc., is also committed to assisting with 
foster and orphanage care as well as with educational, medical and 
therapeutic services for the homeless children remaining in other 
countries who may never be adopted. 

 Develop new country programs in Nepal, Ghana, 

Hong Kong, Honduras* and five regions of central 

India (Hyderabad, Pune, Pondicherry, Bangalore 

and Mumbai) 

 Recruit strong adoptive families 

 Develop and maintain cutting edge adoption 

education 

 Continue support services for adoptees (heritage 

camps, Discovery Days, birthland tours) 

 Seek new funding opportunities and 

development of new relationships 

 

 

Program Breakdown 

Adoption  

Pre-ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΧ  

Adoption education, waiting 

family events, home studies  

/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΧ  

South Korea; China; Kolkata, 

India; Russia*; Haiti; Ethiopia* 

Post-adoption servƛŎŜǎΧ  

Heritage camps, Discovery Days 

for teen adoptees, birthland 

tours, parent workshops, 

regional events, birth searches 

Humanitarian Aid  

South Korea, Vietnam, China, 

Russia, India, Haiti, Honduras, 

Ethiopia, Ghana and Kenya  

 

 

*through affiliation with Buckner  



 

 Children That Came Home in 2009 
  

 

  

 Adopting Internationally  
  

  

Adoption Education 

Dillon International has learned over the years how important 

adoption education is, both at the beginning of the adoption 

journey and as our families grow. 

Adoption Information Meetings provide families who are 

considering international adoption general information about 

the adoption process and the countries in which Dillon works. 

There were 38 meetings nationwide in 2009. 

The Pre-adoption Workshop provides more in-depth 

preparation for parents in the adoption process. There were 11 

άƭƛǾŜέ workshops in 2009 and 251 people viewed the workshop 

online. 

Adopting families are also required to attend the άEmotional 

and Physical Care ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿƭȅ !ŘƻǇǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘέ Ŏlass either 

online or in person. Ten individuals attended one of two classes 

held in Tulsa and 79 people viewed the online version. 

Families preparing to adopt again had the option of attending an 

Adopting Again Workshop. In 2009 there was one class in Tulsa 

with two attendees and 17 people viewed the class online. 

2 

 Dillon International facilitated international 

adoptions in South Korea, China, Russia*, India, 

Ethiopia* and Haiti.  

 Dillon has an established Waiting Child Program 

for each of these countries in order to find 

families for children age four or older, sibling 

groups or those with special medical needs. As 

the international adoption landscape changes, 

the majority of children adopted will continue to 

be waiting children. 

 In 2009 Dillon began accepting applications for 

adoptions in Nepal, Hong Kong and Honduras*. 

Dillon also began developing a program in 

Ghana and, through an affiliation with Buckner, 

began working in Ethiopia and Russia. 

 Dillon International develops relationships with 

people and organizations world-wide. In 2009 

our Tulsa office welcomed several visitors 

including: the Moroccan Ambassador Asis 

Mekouar; Nana Mensa from Ghana; Anthony 

Praveen from the Morningstar Foundation in 

India; John Meske from Faith International; two 

birthmothers and ESWS staff from South Korea; 

4ÅÇÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÔÁÈÕÎȟ "ÕÃËÎÅÒȭÓ ÏÒÐÈÁÎÁÇÅ ÓÔÁÆÆ 

from EtÈÉÏÐÉÁ ÁÎÄ "ÕÃËÎÅÒȭÓ 2ÕÓÓÉÁ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ 

staff members Natasha and Andrei. 

 Dillon staff also traveled to South Korea, Ghana, 

China, India, Nepal and Ethiopia. 

 

Ȱ/ÕÒ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔe thing to share with prospective adoptive families is how Dillon staff prayed earnestly over 

our daughter before giving us her referral and how they continued to pray for and with us throughout 

ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔȢȱ  ɀCourtney Spitler 

In 2009, 106 children came 

home. Of those 106, 27 were 

waiting children. There were 19 

heritage families and 22 families 

who adopted previously. The 

chart (on right) shows the 

number of arrivals by country. 

Dillon sent out 2,267 adoption 

information packets, processed 

127 Applications Part 1, sent 

107 Applications Part 2 and 

made 105 assignments.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Humanitarian Aid 
 

Family Events 
 

Volunteering at Dillon 

Dillon depends on volunteers for 

many different things. In 2009 we 

had 20 Area Representatives; we 

began developing the Caring 

Hearts program; 20 people 

volunteered at Lunar New Year; 

28 people helped with clerical 

office tasks; 225 people 

volunteered at Heritage Camps 

and two people escorted Korean 

adoptees to the United States. 

296 volunteers  

3,902 volunteer hours  

Valued at $78,040 

Tours and Mission Trips 

In 2009 Dillon International led 

three heritage tours for adoptees 

to visit the country of their birth. 

The Korea Adult Adoptee Tour 

had a total of 17 participants; the 

China Tour had 13 participants; 

and the India Tour had eight 

participants. 
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Dillon International has several regional offices that host events for 

families in the surrounding area. However, we also depend on volunteer 

families and supporters to promote Dillon and orphanCare International 

by holding Adoption Information Meetings, fundraisers and events for 

families.  

In 2009 there were three regional Lunar New Year parties, two 

Christmas ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ Á 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ $ÁÎÃÅȟ Á 4ÒÕÎË-or-

Treat event, a Back to School Bash, zoo days, picnics, monthly 

playgroups, regular events for moms and adoption advocacy meetings. 

 

 

In 2009, of the almost 

$650,000 that Dillon 

received, $146,351 was for 

general use. The Lunar New 

Year celebration raised 

$80,000; Caring Hearts 

events raised $4,250; and 

endowment distribution was 

$12,585. 

In addition to the country 

specific donations (shown in 

chart) Dillon received 

$19,230 for the Building 

Families Fund; $3,100 for the 

Quinn Fund; $16,411 in 

equipment grants and 

$78,060 for camp 

scholarships. 

Dillon offers child sponsorships in four 
countries. For 2009 there were 52 children 

sponsored in South Korea; 3 children in 
Kenya; 10 in India and 5 in Vietnam. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heritage Camps 
 

  

Discovery Days 

   

Adult Adoptees 
 
Dillon hosts several events for our adult 
adoptees as well. In the photo below Dr. and 
Mrs. Kim from Eastern visited Tulsa and area 
adoptees gathered for a dinner at Jerry and 
$ÅÎÉÅÓÅ $ÉÌÌÏÎȭÓ ÈÏÍÅȢ 

The Discovery Days 

program was developed for 

teen adoptees as an 

opportunity for them to 

grow and share with other 

teen adoptees. In 2009 

there were two Discovery 

Days retreats in the Tulsa 

area. At one retreat 10 

adoptees attended and 13 

adoptees attended the 

second retreat. Several of 

the boys and girls also 

volunteered at heritage 

camps as camp counselors. 

 
 
 

 
 
5ÎÔÉÌ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÈÁÓ Á ÈÏÍÅȣ 
International Adoption since 1972  

3227 E 31stSt, Ste 200 
Tulsa, OK 74105 
(918) 749-4600 
(918) 749-7144 
info@dillonadopt.com 
 
Find us on the Web: 
http://www.dillonadopt.com  
http://www.orphancareintl.org  
http://www.facebook.com/dillonadopt  
http://www.twitter.com/dillonadoptions  

 

In 2009 Dillon marked 24 years of connecting our adoptees 

with th eir birth culture through heritage camps. There were 

six camps and weekends in 2009 as well as a day-long event 

for families who adopted from African or Caribbean countries.  
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A group of teen adoptees at Discovery 
Days attempted to untangle their 
human knot. 

http://www.dillonadopt.com/
http://www.orphancareintl.org/
http://www.facebook.com/dillonadopt
http://www.twitter.com/dillonadoptions


 

Forums 
 

Birth Searches 

 
 

Dillon in the Media 

 

Affiliations 
 

 

Dillon also utilized advertising to introduce our services to 
families across the United States. We had 41 ads in printed 
publications such as magazines, adoption guides and conference 
programs; 25 banner and tower ads on websites and e-
newsletters; 8 text ads and 2 spotlight listings. Dillon also 
received a Google grant allowing us to appear in keyword-
triggered searches. 
 

Dillon International has worked to aid adoptees in searching for their birth family. In 2009, 37 adoptees 
requested search inquiry packets and 23 of those adoptees returned the packet and began their search. Ten birth 
families initiated searches. In 2009, there were 41 reunions and visits to Eastern Social Welfare Society. Some of 
the reunions were between birth families and adoptees while others were adoptees meeting the families that 
fostered them before their adoption. There were also 260 correspondences (such as letters or conference calls) 
between adoptive families and foster or birth families.  
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Dillon International recognizes the 
importance of having a presence both 
in print media and online. In 2009 
there were 326 print stories 
mentioning Dillon; 219 television and 
web calendar listings; 94 radio 
interviews with Dillon staff or families 
and 233 mentions in online 
community calendars and 
newsletters. Our Childlink publication 
went out to 7,500 Dillon supporters 
per quarter and Dillon had a presence 
at 15 adoption, orphan care or 
multicultural conferences nation-
wide. 
 
We also have a presence on several 
social media networks including 
&ÁÃÅÂÏÏËȟ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒȟ &ÌÉÃËÒ ÁÎÄ $ÉÌÌÏÎȭÓ 
Ȱ(ÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ ÂÌÏÇȟ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÁÎÄ 
managed by a Dillon adoptive mom.  

Dillon families have the opportunity to 
communicate with other adoptive families through 
$ÉÌÌÏÎȭÓ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒÕÍÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÆÏÒÕÍ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ 
country, as well as a general parenting forum, a 
forum for families of children with special needs, an 
adult adoptee forum and a forum for those 
considering adoption. The 2009 participation for 
each of the forums is shown in the chart on the left. 

National: 
North American Council on Adoptable Children; Joint Council 
on InternaÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȠ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ 
Association of Christians in Social Work; National Association 
of Social Workers; Korean Society, Washington, DC; 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÁÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȠ )ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ #ÈÁÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
America; Association of Fundraising Professionals 

Regional: 
Adoption Forum of Tulsa; Adoption and Foster Care Coalition of 
Missouri; Arkansas Adoption Association; Community Adoption Council 
of St. Louis, MO; India Society, Tulsa, OK; Interagency Council of Dallas, 
TX; National Association of Social Workers-Okla. Chapter; Oklahoma 
Adoption Coalition; Oklahoma State Board of Licensed Social Workers; 
Tri -State Adoption Awareness Alliance of IN, OH and KY 


